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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2,5 ,9-14 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dimitrova et al (6,185,363). 

Regarding claims 1,14 and 25, Dimitrova discloses an entertainment system 
that is capable of playing back stored video data, wherein the video data is 
characterized by parameters that vary as a function of time within the video data, a 
method of skipping the playback of video data to a location selected to approximate a 
segment transition between segments of the video data, the method comprising the acts 
of 

playing back stored video data, wherein the video data includes information identifying 
positions in the video data that are candidates for segment transitions, the candidates 
for segment transitions having been identified based on a comparison of values 
representing the change of the value of a parameter of the video data at a plurality of 
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positions in the video data (column 3, lines 1-25, column 4, lines 25-35, column 12, line 
45 to column 13, line 15); 

skipping the playback of the video data to a location in the video data designated to 
approximate a segment transition between segments of the video data, by performing 
the acts of 

selecting one of the candidates for segment transitions as the location to which the 
playback is to be skipped , column 12, line 45 to column 13, line 15); and 
skipping the playback to the selected location and resuming playing back of video data 
from the selected location, column 12, line 45 to column 13, line 15). 

Method claims 14 and 25, correspond to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore, method 
claims 14 and 25 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 1 . 

Further for claim 25, Dimitrova teaches further a computer program product 
for implementing the method claim since Dimitrova teach using a computer program 
for process and identifying the transitions of video data (column 4 lines 18-26) 

Regarding claim 2, Dimitrova further teaches the method as defined in claim 1, 
further comprising, prior to the act of playing back the stored video data, the act of 
identifying the positions in the video data that are candidates for segment transitions by 
quantifying the rate of change in the value of the paranieter of the video data at the 
plurality of positions in the video data (column 12, lines 15-47. 

Regarding claim 5, Dimitrova further teaches the information identifying positions 
in the video data that are candidates for segment transitions comprises transition tags 
inserted into the video data at the positions that are candidates for segment transitions. 
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the transition tags having been inserted by the entertainment system after the 
entertainment system receives the video data (column 13, line 1-15) 

Regarding claim 9, Dimitrova teaches a method as defined in claim 1 , further 
comprising the act of receiving input from a user requesting the playback to be skipped, 
the act of skipping the playback of the video data being initiated in response to the act 
of receiving input (column 13, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 10, Dimitrova teaches a method as defined in claim 1, wherein 
the candidates for segment transitions have been identified based on a comparison of 
values representing the change of the value of multiple parameters of the video data at 
a plurality of positions in the video data (column 4, line 48 to column 5, line 68 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Dimitrova teaches the method as defined in claim 1 , 
wherein the parameter is selected from a group of parameters consisting of: 
frame size; luminance of an image encoded in the video data; and 
overall quantization scale used to encode the color of the image (column 5). 

Regarding claim 12, Dimitrova teaches the method as defined in claim 1, 
wherein: the video data is encoded using a compression format that uses interframe 
decoding and includes periodic intraframes used in interframe decoding; and 
the parameter represents a frequency of the intraframes in the video data (column 3, 
lines 30-40, column 4, lines 35-68). 

Regarding claim 13, Dimitrova teaches the method as defined in claim 1 , further 
comprising the act of receiving and storing the video data at the entertainment system 
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for later playback of the video data (column 
column 13, line 15). 
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4, lines 20-27, column 12, line 20 to 



3. Claims 1 ,5 ,9-1 0, 1 4 and 25 are rejected under 35 U .S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated byNagasawa (6,842,578). 

Regarding claims 1,14 and 25, Nagasawa discloses an entertainment system 
(Figs. 1 ,4-6,15) that is capable of playing back stored video data, wherein the video 
data is characterized by parameters that vary as a function of time within the video data, 
a method of skipping the playback of video data to a location selected to approximate a 
segment transition between segments of the video data, the method comprising the acts 
of: 

playing back stored video data, wherein the video data includes information 
identifying positions in the video data that are candidates for segment transitions, the 
candidates for segment transitions having been identified based on a comparison of 
values representing the change of the value of a parameter of the video data at a 
plurality of positions in the video data (column 6, lines 65 to column 7, line 5, column 15 
lines 1-55, column 14, lines 21-66). 

skipping the playback of the video data to a location in the video data designated 
to approximate a segment transition between segments of the video data, by performing 
the acts of (column 1 4 lines 21-66, Fig. 4-6) 

selecting one of the candidates for segment transitions as the location to which 
the playback is to be skipped (column 13, lines 55-65, column 14, lines 38-68); and 
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skipping the playback to the selected location and resuming playing back of 
video data from the selected location (column 14, lines 38-68) . 

Method claims 14 and 25, correspond to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore, method 
claims 14 and 25 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 1 . 

Further for claim 25, Nagasawa further teaches a computer program product 
for Implementing the method claim since Dimitrova teach using a system controller 
program for process and identifying the transitions of video data and skipping the video 
data (Figs. 1 and 15) 

Regarding claim 5, Nagasawa further teaches the information identifying 
positions in the video data that are candidates for segment transitions comprises 
transition tags inserted into the video data at the positions that are candidates for 
segment transitions, the transition tags having been inserted by the entertainment 
system after the entertainment system receives the video data (column 14, lines 50- 
68). 

Regarding claim 9, Nagasawa further teaches a method as defined in claim 1, 
further comprising the act of receiving input from a user requesting the playback to be 
skipped, the act of skipping the playback of the video data being initiated in response to 
the act of receiving input (Figs. 4-6). 

Regarding claim 10, Nagasawa teaches a method as defined in claim 1 , 
wherein the candidates for segment transitions have been identified based on a 
comparison of values representing the change of the value of multiple parameters of the 
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video data at a plurality of positions in the video data ((column 13, lines 55-65, column 
14, lines 38-68). 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kawakami et al teaches an apparatus for skipping the play back 
of video data . 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




